IN THE CLAIMS 




22. (currently amended)A digital contents distribution method to distribute 
digital content via a network, comprising the steps of: 

selecting digital contents corresponding to each of a plurality of stores 

selling said digital contents , when said selected digital contents is not saved in said 

stores , and generating a distribution schedule for controlling distribution of said 

digital contents corresponding to said stores; 

instructing distribution of said digital contents to each of said stores 

according to said distribution schedule to e ach of said stores ; and 

selling , at each of said stores, a particular digital content selected by a 
\ 

customer from said distributed digital contents. 

23. (currently amended)A digital contents distribution method to distribute 
digital content via a network, comprising the steps of: 

when digital contents selected by a customer is not saved in a vending 
device, transmitting a distribution request for said selected digital contents from said 
p e nd i ng vending device to a distribution management device; 

upon transmitt i ng in response to said distribution request of said 
selected digital contents transmitted from said distribution management device to a 
content database device, distributing to said distribution management device said 
selected digital contents transmitt e d from said content database device based on 
said distribution request; 
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transmitting to said vending device said selected digital contents 
corresponding to said distribution request by rocoiv i ng sa i d distribut i on request 
transm i tt e d from said distribution management device; and 

selling , at said vending device, said selected- foe digital contents 
distributed from said distribution management device. 

24. (currently amended)A digital contents distribution method in 
accordance with claim 22, further comprising the steps of: 

generating a digital cont e nts content by digitizing an original cont e nts 
content and transmitting to a recognition device a reguest for confirmation of 
cont e nts content of said digital cont e nts content ; 

executing , in response to said reguest, confirmation of cont e nts fo r said 
content of said digital cont e nts content by r e c ei v i ng a r e qu es t of sa i d conf i rmat i on of 
cont e nts determining whether said content of said digital content has been generated 
without error and transmitting to a dig i t i z i ng dev i ce a message indicating to i nd i cat e 
whether or not th e cont e nts th e r e of ar e said content is to be recognized based on 
said determination ; and 

receiving said message from sa i d r e cognition d e v i c e , and indicat i ng to 
accumu l ato tho accumulating said content of said digital cont e nts content if said 
content of said digital content has been recognized by sa i d r e cognit i on d e v i c e. 

25. (currently amended)A digital contents distribution method to distribute 
digital contents via a network, comprising the steps of: 
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collecting from a plurality of stores, sales information of digital contents 
sold.-te^ avia said stores. ouGtomo r customers ; 

calculating numbers of each of said digital contents sold via said stores 
durinq among a predetermined period based on said collected sales information-ef 
said pr e d e t e rm i n e d p e riod ; 

calculating ajotal number of so<4 said digital contents sold for each 
dig i tiz e d digital contents holder that licenses hav i ng a li c e ns e for 6 a i d digital contents 
to said stores ; and 

sending ferto said digital contents holder a fee corresponding to the 
total number of said digital contents sold via said stores for each of th e digital 
contents holder. 

26. (currently amended)A digital contents distribution system to distribute 
digital content via a network, comprising: 

a distribution control section for selecting digital contents 
corresponding to each of a plurality of stere stores selling said digital contents , when 
said selected digital contents is not saved in said stores , generating a distribution 
schedule for controlling distribution of said digital contents corresponding said stores, 
and instructing distribution of said digital contents to each of said stores according to 
said distribution schedule to each of sa i d stor e s ; and 

a sales section for selling , at each of said stores, a particular digital 
content selected by a customer from said distributed digital contents. 
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27. (currently amended)A digital contents distribution system to distribute 
digital content via a network, comprising: 

a processing section for collecting from a plurality of stores, sales 
information of digital contents sold to a custom e r customers via said stores : and 

a license fee section for calculating numbers of each of said digital 
contents sold among via said stores during a predetermined period based on said 
collected sales information of said pr e d e t e rm i n e d p e riod , an4 calculating a total 
number of sote said digital contents sold for each digital contents holder hav i ng 
li c e ns e for said that licenses digital contents to said stores , and sending ferto said 
digital contents holder a fee corresponding to the total number of sotd said digital 
contents sold via said stores calGulatod for each e fdigital contents holder. 

28. (currently amended )A digital contents distribution system to distribute 
digital content via a network, comprising: 

a distribution requesting section for A when digital contents selected by a 
customer is not saved in a vending device, transmitting a distribution request for said 
selected digital contents from said vending device to a distribution management 
device; 

a distribution request relay section fo r upon transmitt i ng , in response to 
said distribution request for said selected digital contents transmitted from said 
distribution management device to a content database device, distributing to said 
distribution management device said selected digital contents transmitt e d from said 
content database device based on said distribution request; 
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a requested content distribution section for transmitting to said vending 
device said selected digital contents corresponding to said distribution request by 
roco i v i ng sa i d d i str i bution requost transm i ttod from said distribution management 
device; and 

a sales section for selling , at said vending device, said selected the 
digital contents distributed from said distribution management device. 

29. (currently amended)A computer readable medium storing a program 
for executing a digital contents distribution method to distribute digital content via a 
network, said method comprising the steps of: 

selecting digital contents corresponding to each of a plurality of stores 
selling said digital contents , when said selected digital contents is not saved in said 
stores , and generating a distribution schedule for controlling distribution of said 
digital contents corresponding to said stores; 

instructing distribution of said digital contents to each of said stores 
according to said distribution schedule to e ach of sa i d stor e s ; and 

selling , at each of said stores, a particular digital content selected by a 
customer from said distributed digital contents. 



30. (currently amended)A computer readable medium storing a program 
for distributing digital contents via a network, said program when executed causes a 
computer to perform the steps of: 
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collecting from a plurality of stores, sales information of digital contents 
sold to a customo r customers via said stores ; 

calculating numbers of each of said digital contents sold dwing via said 
stores during a predetermined period based on said collected sales information-ef 
sa i d pr e d e t e rm i n e d p e riod ; 

calculating a total number of sote said digital contents sold for each 
digital contents holder that licenses hav i nq a l ic e ns e for said digital contents to said 
stores ; and 

sending ferto said digital contents holder a fee corresponding to a the 
total number of eetesaid digital contents ca l cu l ated sold via said stores for each 
o fdigital contents holder. 

31 . (currently amended)A computer readable medium storing a program 
for distributing digital contents via a network, said program when executed causes a 
computer to perform the steps of: 

when digital contents selected by a customer is not saved in a vending 
device, transmitting a distribution request for said selected digital contents from said 
vending device to a distribution management device; 

upon transm i tt i ng in response to said distribution request for said 
selected digital contents transmitted from said distribution management device to a 
content database device, distributing to said distribution management device said 
selected digital contents transm i tted from said content database device based on 
said distribution request; 
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transmitting to said vending device said selected digital contents 
corresponding to said distribution request by roco i v i ng ca i d d i str i bution roquost 
transm i tt e d from said distribution management device; and 

selling , at said vending device, said selected- tfre digital contents 
distributed from said distribution management device. 



32. (currently amended)A program file storing a program for distributing a 
digital contents via a network, said program when executed causes a computer to 
perform the steps of: 

selecting digital contents corresponding to each of a plurality of stores 
selling said digital contents , when said selected digital contents is not saved in said 
stores , and generating a distribution schedule for controlling distribution of said 
digital contents corresponding to said stores; 

instructing distribution of said digital contents to each of said stores 
according to said distribution schedule to e ach of sa i d stor e s ; and 

selling , at each of said stores, a particular digital content selected by a 
customer from said distributed digital contents. 
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